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CLEA’s Mission Statement 
 

 “Unknown Rights Are Not 
Rights At All” 

 

CLEA is a not-for-profit organization 
that provides public legal information 
to Manitobans. We believe that legal 
knowledge is a prerequisite to full 
and equal participation in our society. 
The purpose of CLEA is to educate 
the general public with respect to the 
legal system, with the betterment of 
Manitobans as its ultimate goal, and 
to increase the ability of individuals 
(primarily those perceived to have the 
greatest need) to deal competently 
with legal issues. 
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The law touches our lives every day, yet seldom are we aware of its 
pervasive impact. Your driver’s licence is governed by provincial statute, 
your workplace is governed by employment law, the daycare where you 
take your children is licensed, and separation and divorce are subject to 
complex federal and provincial laws.  For the most part, we do not think 
about the law in our day to day activities, until something happens to thrust 
us into the legal system.  You may have a traffic accident, a work place 
injury, separate from you partner, or experience some other unexpected 
event.  Suddenly, you need to know your legal rights and responsibilities. 
Community Legal Education Association is there to help equip you with 
the knowledge to effectively deal with commonly encountered legal 
matters. Through our resources, you can improve your understanding of the 
law and get a better sense as to when and how to take the proper course of 
action. Better choices will help you avoid having a small problem turn into 
a big problem.  Our easy to understand legal information, will help you to 
understand many commonly encountered legal issues.  Our website is 
designed to answer your basic legal questions. If you have a more involved 
question, you may call our Law Phone-In and Lawyer Referral Program to 
obtain timely and effective help, at no charge.  At CLEA, we are there to 
help you. 
 
George Derwin 
President 

Often we are asked by teachers whether we have any 
old Criminal Codes they can use in their classrooms. 
So, if you have any old (2005 or newer) Criminal 
Codes kicking around your office, please drop them 
off at CLEA’s office (205 – 414 Graham) and we will 
distribute them to the teachers. 
 

CLEA would like to thank all our members for their 
continued support! 

 Don't Forget To Renew Your Membership Today!  
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Heather first joined CLEA’s Board in 2001. She has served as Secretary, Vice-President, President, and is 
currently CLEA’s Past President.  During her tenure on the Board, Heather has served on virtually all of 
CLEA’s committees. 
 
1) Why did you join CLEA's Board of Directors? 
I joined because I was asked. I believed in CLEA's vision and work and had volunteered for the Speaker's Bureau 
for a few years. I cannot remember who asked if I would like to serve on the Board, but I do remember thinking it 
would a good and different way to continue my involvement with the organization. 
 
2) Why do you feel that public legal education is important?  
I feel public legal education is important because there is so much going on "out there" in the community. It is not 
always clear what we can or cannot do even with our own property and there are questions that arise everyday that 
are confusing or unclear, especially in family law and criminal matters. 
 
I also have seen and experienced that it is very often the poor, the unemployed, the underemployed, the 
undereducated, the new citizen and such others who have the most need to know what their rights, privileges and 
responsibilities are, in society, yet they are the people who are least able to know where to seek the information 
they need and can least afford to pay for it through the normal channels of hiring a lawyer. 
 
3) What have you found to be the most satisfying part of volunteering with CLEA?   
The most satisfying part of volunteering with CLEA is seeing the difference you can make in getting information 
out to people who otherwise might not know what to do or who to turn to. I love being part of the Speakers Bureau 
and intend to continue to do this for years to come. 
 
4) What kinds of changes have you seen in CLEA over the years? 
Funding has barely increased over the years and the salaries for lawyer positions have increased greatly. The areas 
of law that CLEA receives questions about have expanded and the law has become more specialized, which means 
more research needed to answer questions. 
 
So we have fewer dollars to pay staff, with increasing demands on their time and expertise. The fewer dollars 
means CLEA must now compete with any number of other charitable organizations in today's economy. If the staff 
is pursuing funding dollars it means less time to provide the services they are mandated to provide. So, it is the 
Board of Directors who must now step up to the plate. The Board needs to become even more aggressive and 
responsible and seek new sources of funding just to support the current services offered by staff. The Board will 
have to have a more cohesive plan for future directions so CLEA will not have to sacrifice services for lack of 
funds. 
 
5) What are your hopes for CLEA's future?  
In the future I hope to see CLEA securely funded by all levels of government as they recognize what a service 
CLEA provides to all Manitobans. Currently the provincial government does not provide secure core funds.  Only 
the federal government does. Yet it is Manitobans who use these services. This must be addressed fairly and soon. 
I would also like to see the membership grow and CLEA become better and more widely known for the good work 
that it does.  
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CLEA’s members, staff and Board of Directors would like to thank Norman Boudreau, Heather Dixon, Rhonda 
San Filippo and Eric Wach, for their commitment to the organization and to public legal education. We wish 
them all the best in their future endeavours. 
  
 

Community Legal Education Association (CLEA) and 
Association des juristes d’expression française du Manitoba’s (AJEFM) Law Conference 

was held on February 18, 2011 we would like to thank the following  
for making our conference a success! 

 
 

George Derwin LL.B. President of CLEA 
 

Julien Bédard, LL.B our Master of Ceremonies 
 

The Honourable Gord Mackintosh, Minister of Family Services 
and Consumer Affairs for bringing greetings. 
 
Thank you to the following Presenters: 
 

Corporal Léo Girouard and Constable Raymond Girouard  
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
 

Dan Vankrinken, Consumer Services Officer,  
Manitoba Consumer Protection Office 
 

Constable Robert Jensen and  
Constable Andrée Huberdeau, City of Winnipeg Police 
 

Lynn Ranville, and Claudette Perreault,  
The Court of Queen’s Bench Registry 
 

Thank you to all the participants for making the conference a success! 
 

On March 15, 2011 CLEA in partnership with Charity Central held a Workshop on Accountability for registered 
charities. We would like to thank San San Sy the coordinator from Charity Central, for delivering this workshop. 
This project is made possible with a financial contribution from the Canada Revenue Agency.   
 

We are hoping to deliver another workshop this fall!  
Please check our website for future information on upcoming events! 

 

CLEA would like to thank the following ProBono Canada law students for volunteering with Law Phone-In and 
doing legal research: Lynn Donnelly, Daniel Hildebrand, Abhijit Ranade, Inderjit Singh and Pavlo 
Tverdokhlib.  We would also like to thank their supervisor, Janet Kwong. 
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1) A person can only be compelled to provide fingerprints once convicted. 
False.  People charged with an indictable offence may be compelled to provide fingerprints.  

 
2) If you are caught driving with a blood alcohol level under .08, you cannot be charged with an offence. 

False.  There is still the possibility that you could be charged with impaired driving, even if your blood alcohol 
level is below .08.   Also, in Manitoba, a blood alcohol level between .05 and .08 may result in a licence 
suspension. 

 
3) If you are charged with an offence, you remain in custody until trial. 

False.  A person who is arrested may be released by the police or kept in custody.  A person being released by the 
police is given an Appearance Notice, Promise to Appear or placed on an Undertaking.  In these circumstances, the 
accused is agreeing to come to court to deal with the charges.  When the police are opposed to releasing an 
accused, the accused can apply for bail.  A justice may release an accused on bail, if the court is satisfied the 
accused will appear in court to deal with the charges, follow the conditions of release, not reoffend, and that 
releasing the accused will not undermine public confidence in the administration of justice. 

 
4) In order to be released on bail, you must pay money. 

When a justice grants bail, they either place the accused on an undertaking or release the accused on their own 
recognizance.  An accused released on an undertaking, is not normally required to pay money.  Instead, the 
accused promises to appear in court to deal with the charges. The justice may include the payment of money or 
other security into court as a condition of the undertaking.   
 
There is a sum of money associated with releasing a person on his or her own recognizance.  For example, the 
justice may order the accused be released on his or her own recognizance in the amount of $2000.  This money 
does not have to be paid into court before the accused is released.  Instead, it represents the amount of money the 
court can seek from the accused, if the accused fails to follow the conditions of release.  As an additional condition 
of release, the justice may require either a sum of money be paid into court or a surety.  A surety is a person who 
owns property or is working full-time, and agrees to pay a sum of money if the accused does not follow the 
conditions of release.  The surety must qualify for the amount of money pledged, but they do not have to pay the 
money into court before the accused is released.   
 
A justice will only require money or other valuable security be paid into court, if the accused is either not a 
resident of the province or does not live within 200 km of the place in which he or she is being charged.  

 
5) The victim can always drop charges. 

False.  Crimes are offences against the state, and not the individual person.  Consequently, the Crown chooses 
whether or not to prosecute a case.  However, the victim can make his or her views known to the Crown Attorney.  
 

6) Nothing can be done to children under 12 who commit a criminal offence. 
The Youth Criminal Justice Act applies to children over 12.   However, children under 12 who commit criminal 
acts are of course subject to parental discipline, as well as child protection actions.  Children under 12 are referred 
to Turnabout, a provincial program funded by Healthy Child Manitoba.  Turnabout is a prevention program that 
provides children under 12 and their families with support and direction to help them avoid conflict with the legal 
system. 
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7) My child is now 18, therefore, I no longer have to pay child support. 

False. Even though your child is now an adult, you may still have to pay child support, if your child cannot support 
him or herself, for example, if your child is still attending school, or if your child is disabled. 

 
8) We’ve only been married for two weeks; we can have the marriage annulled. 

False. A marriage of short duration is not grounds for an annulment. 
 

9) My husband and I have been separated for over 10 years; therefore we are automatically divorced. 
False.  A divorce is never automatic, regardless of how long you have been separated.  You or your spouse, or both 
of you, would have to apply for the divorce by filing a divorce petition and either having an oral hearing or a 
divorce by affidavit. 
 

     10)  Parents are always liable for damages caused by their children. 
In some cases. The Province of Manitoba has legislation called The Parental Responsibility Act which holds 
parents “reasonably accountable for the activities of their children in relation to the property of other people.”  The 
parents of children who deliberately take, destroy, or damage property of another person can be sued in Small 
Claims Court for losses up to $10,000.  

 

Parents may have a defence to a claim under The Parental Responsibility Act. Parents will not be held liable if they 
can satisfy the court that they were exercising reasonable supervision over the child at the time of the incident and 
if they made reasonable efforts to prevent or discourage the child from participating in the questionable activity. 
The onus is on the parent to establish this defence. The Parental Responsibility Act also lists a number of factors 
the court will look at to determine whether the parent’s conduct was reasonable: 

 

‐ child’s age 
‐ prior conduct of the child 
‐ potential danger and foreseeable risk of the activity 
‐ circumstances of the child (mental capacity, medical disorders) 
‐ care of the child at the time of the activity (reasonable arrangements for supervision by a third party) 
‐ parenting skills and professional assistance 

 

The Parental Responsibility Act has been used by some retail stores to seek compensation from the parents of 
children who have been caught or accused of shoplifting. Aside from questioning the damages suffered by the 
store as a result of the incident, the parent can also review the defence in the Act. If the parent can show that they 
were not negligent in the care of their child, exercised reasonable supervision, and practiced proper parenting they 
may not be held legally responsible.  

 
 

* For more FAQ’s check out our website at: www.communitylegal.mb.ca * 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CLEA is a registered charity and is also 
listed with the All Charities Campaign  

 

Charity Registration # 
118870732RR0001 

 

(catalogue #C226).  
 

Receipts will be issued for 
 tax purposes 

 

For more information contact Executive 
Director, Mary Troszko at 943-2382 

 

A Special Thank You to our Core Funders: 
 Department of Justice Canada, 

 

 and to our project funders The Winnipeg Foundation, Family Services and Consumer Affairs. We are also grateful 
for the volunteer efforts of members of the legal profession of Manitoba, and for member fees, subscriptions and 
donations. 
 

 

 
 2011 Manitoba Legal Services Directory - $30.00 

 
 Uncontested Divorce Guide for Manitoba - $28.00 

 
 Non – Profit Organizations in Manitoba - Beginning and Incorporating - $18.00 

 
 Non – Profit Organizations in Manitoba – Directors Liabilities - $13.00 

 
A Guide to Small Claims - $18.00 

 
 Jack and the Beanstalk – A mock trial kit for grade 5 - $45.00 

 
Young vs Elder – A mock trial kit for Senior 4 - $45.00 

 
Youth Criminal Justice Act – Teaching kit - $45.00 

 

(Prices Include Postage and Handling) 
 

To order copies of the above publications please contact us at 943-2382 or send in a cheque or money  
order to Community Legal Education Association 205 – 414 Graham Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0L8 
 

 
 

 The Manitoba Law Foundation, 
 The Law Society of Manitoba, 

 , 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, June 16, 2011, 6:00 p.m. 
Community Legal Education Association 

205 – 414 Graham Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB 

 

Notice of Meeting 
 

Please note that the annual general meeting of CLEA will take 
place at the above noted time and place, for the purpose of 
dealing with the CLEA Business.  A volunteer reception will 
follow the meeting. 
 

Please RSVP your attendance by calling 943-2382, by June 13, 
2011. 
 


